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stupa-like  tower with a gilded point.   At the corners of the
terraces are lions and seated Buddhas.   There are also lions
on the pediments of the entrance-hall, apparently to guard the
temple, and seated Buddhas in recesses at each side of the
doorways and on the tower.   The pediments, the doorways
and the windows are also richly decorated.   Each one of the
four cellas, enclosed by large teak doors, contains an enormous
statue, over thirty feet in height, of one of the four Buddhas who
appeared on earth during this period: Krakuchanda, Kanak-
amuni, Kasyapa and Gautama with his two disciples.   Kas-
yapa's statue is in bronze, the others are in different kinds of
wood, the material having apparently been chosen for cosmo-
mystical reasons.  The head and shoulders of these enormous
Buddhas are illuminated by light from an invisible source
which, in the shadowy interior, gives them a supernatural
appearance.   The corridors are decorated with many stone
and  wooden  reliefs  of deities,  demons, scenes from Hell,
warriors,  dancers, mythical birds and animals.   The inner
gallery has eighty high reliefs illustrating the life of Gautama
Buddha.
The temple of Ananda is only one example of these stepped pyramids topped by a stupa, or brick mountain-temples. At the centre, instead of a hall, there is a compact mass of brick with corridors, staircases and recesses similar to the grottoes and galleries of a cave temple. It was intended to represent a mountain with caves. This is shown by the following account in a Burmese Chronicle of the Palace of Glass:
"One day eight venerable saints were standing in front of the king's palace, awaiting alms. The king took a bowl, gave them food and asked 'where do you come from?' and they replied 'From the Gandhamadana mountain.' Now King Htilaingshin (the surname of King Kyanzittha, 1084-1112) was a pious man. He built a monastery and offered them the use of it during the rainy season. He invited them to his palace and supplied their wants for three months. One day he asked them to summon up, by their holy power, an image of the cave of Nandamula in the
168dows. The entrance-halls are slightly lower than the gallery. The central block is topped by six terraces of decreasing size, the highest having a
